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Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Child’s 

Wish to be Unveiled at Macy’s Union Square 
 

Dooney & Bourke Handbag Designed by 16-Year-Old Will be Shown for the First Time in Public 
 
WHO:  The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation, in partnership with Macy’s Union Square  
 
WHAT: Unveiling of specially-made Dooney & Bourke handbag designed by 16-year-old girl with 

leukemia 
 
WHEN: Monday, December 19, 9:00 am 
 
WHERE: Macy’s Union Square 
  170 O’Farrell Street 
  San Francisco 
 
13 December 2005 --  San Francisco:  Macy’s Union Square store will host the unveiling of a one-of-a-kind 
Dooney & Bourke handbag on Monday, December 19, at 9:00 am, in the handbag department of their store at 170 
O’Farrell Street.  The handbag is the result of a wish granted by the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation 
to 16-year-old wish child Simone Weinstein.  Simone, who is battling leukemia, loves Dooney & Bourke bags, 
and when asked her wish, said she wanted to design her very own handbag to be specially made by the 
fashionable handbag designer.  “I don’t think anything like this has ever been done,” said Adrienne Hoyer, V.P. 
Divisional Merchandise Manager for Fashion Accessories at Macy’s West.  “Simone was very targeted in what 
she wanted, and Peter Dooney did a fabulous job in helping make this wish come true.” 
     
“Like many wishes, this one was unique,” noted Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of Make-A-Wish.  “Not 
having any relationship with Dooney & Bourke, I contacted Macy’s and explained the situation.  Macy’s staff, 
understanding how special this wish was to Simone, made all the connections and were instrumental in making 
the wish possible.  Macy’s is our hero!  Having this special unveiling at the Union Square store during the busy 
holiday season just adds to the festive nature of this occasion.”   
 
Several dignitaries are expected to attend the event, including Simone and her family, Robert L. Mettler, 
Chairman and CEO of Macy’s, Adrienne Hoyer and local fashion designers.  
 
About Simone Weinstein: 
Simone, who just turned 16, has been battling Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia, for two years.  A sophomore at Las 
Lomas Creek High School in Walnut Creek, she has many of the interests of an average teenage girl.  She loves 
shopping, driving, hanging out with friends, cooking and drawing.  When thinking about her wish, she decided 
she wanted something she could hold on to forever.  With her love of drawing and her love of Dooney & Bourke 
handbags, she hoped she could sketch a handbag and have it made by the handbag company.  As her mother 
pointed out, “Her first designer handbag was a Dooney & Bourke; one that she saved her money to purchase.”  
Simone’s treatment will be coming to an end in April, after which she will have monthly check-ups for one year.  
“This wish signifies something important to her – that she has made it through her diagnosis and treatment,” her 
mother said.  “It is something positive for her to reflect upon, and something she can apply to everyday life.” 
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About the handbag: 
Simone’s design sketch was sent to Dooney & Bourke’s U.S. headquarters in Norwalk, CT.  The finished product 
is a black pebble leather bag 13” long x 7 ½” tall x 4”wide, with 18” double handles.  The handbag is decorated 
with colored leather circles that are attached to the outside, along with a green leather pocket.  Stitched on one 
side is Simone’s nickname, “Monie,” while the word “Hope” is stitched on the other side.  The handbag also 
includes several rainbow-colored zippers that Simone requested.  The bag was completed and shipped to the 
Make-A-Wish offices in San Francisco last month.  The final result has yet to be seen by anyone, including 
Simone. 
 
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®: 
In 2005, the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation celebrates over 21 years of fulfilling magical wishes for 
children with life-threatening illnesses. One of the largest chapters nationwide, it has granted more than 3,800 
wishes in its 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, 
Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and 
Sonoma. In August 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted "Best in America Seal of Excellence" 
award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance 
practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, 
or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this seal.  For 
more information, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org  
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